Philadelphia chromosome (Ph1)-positive acute lymphoblastic leukemia (ALL) is resistant to effective therapy for Ph1-negative ALL.
Amsacrine with high-dose cytarabine is effective therapy for Philadelphia chromosome (Ph1)-negative acute lymphoblastic leukemia (ALL). We examined the effectiveness of this regimen in 19 patients with Ph1-positive lymphoblastic leukemia. Four had an antecedent chronic phase of chronic myelogenous leukemia and 15 presented with ALL. There were no complete responders in either group. All 14 patients whose bone marrow could be assessed after completion of therapy showed persistent leukemia. We conclude that patients with Ph1-positive lymphoblastic leukemia have a disease that is resistant to treatment that is highly effective in patients with Ph1-negative ALL.